The material present on a given hygienic food contact surface may contain organic material (eg food soil), inorganic material (eg residue of cleaning agent), and microorganisms. The nature of this mixture of viable and inert components will vary, depending on the environment. In general, on a hygienic surface, microorganisms should not be able to multiply and accumulate to any significant extent due to the repeated cleaning and disinfecting procedures taking place. Thus true 'biofilm' will be absent, but viable organisms will still present the potential to multiply and cause cross-contamination.
